POPE FRANCIS’ JUBILEE AUDIENCE: On Carrying Out Love
‘When one forgets oneself and thinks of others, this is love!’

Rome, March 14, 2016, Zenit.org
Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!
We are approaching the feast of Easter, central mystery of our faith. As we heard, John’s Gospel
recounts that before dying and resurrecting for us, Jesus carried out a gesture that was engraved in
the memory of the disciples: the washing of the feet, an unexpected and overwhelming gesture, to
the point that Peter refused to accept it. I would like to reflect on Jesus’ last words: “Do you know
what I have done to you? […] If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet” (13:12.14). Thus Jesus pointed out service to His disciples as the
way to follow, to live faith in Him and to give witness of His love. Jesus applied to Himself the
image of the “Servant of God” used by the prophet Isaiah. He, who is the Lord, makes Himself
servant!
By washing the feet of the Apostles, Jesus wanted to reveal to us God’s way of acting in our
relations, and to give an example of his “new commandment” (John 13:34) to love one another as
He has loved us, namely, by giving His life for us. John himself writes this in his First Letter: “By
this we know love, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren […] Little children, let us not love in word or speech, but in deed and in truth” (3:16.18).
Love, therefore, is the concrete service we render one another. Love not in words but in deeds and
service, a humble service, carried out in silence and hiddenness, as Jesus Himself said: “do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3). This implies making available
the gifts that the Holy Spirit has lavished on us, so that the community can grow (cf. 1 Corinthians
12:4-11). In addition, it is expressed in the sharing of material goods, so that no one is in need. This
sharing and dedication to those in need is a style of life that God also suggests to many nonChristians, as the way of genuine humanity.
Lastly, let us not forget that by washing the feet of the disciples and asking them to do likewise,
Jesus has also invited us to confess to one another our faults and to pray for one another to be able
to forgive one another from our heart. In this connection, let us recall the words of the holy Bishop
Augustine when he wrote: “The Christian must not disdain to do what Christ did. Because when
the body bends down to the brother’s feet, the heart is also enkindled, or if the sentiment of
humility was already there, it is nourished […] Let us forgive one another for our wrongs and let
us pray for one another for our faults and thus in some way we will wash one another’s feet” (In
Jon 58:4-5). Love, charity, is service, to help others, to serve others. Last week I received a letter
from a person who thanked me for the Year of Mercy. She asked me to pray for her so that she
could be closer to the Lord. This person’s life is to take care of her mother and brother: her elderly
mother is bedridden, lucid but unable to move and her brother is disabled, in a wheelchair. This
person’s life is to serve, to help. And this is love! When one forgets oneself and thinks of others,
this is love! And, with the washing of the feet the Lord taught us to be servants, more than that:
servants, as He was a servant for us, for each one of us.
Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, to be merciful as the Father <is merciful> means to follow
Jesus on the way of service. Thank you.
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Sunday March 27
7:00 AM Mass
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Mary Kay L’Esperance
Gerard L’Esperance

Sunday March 27
9:00 AM Mass
Patricia Hayes
Marge Glauser
Sunday April 3
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Collection on Good Friday
For The Holy Land

No CCD, Bible Study, RCIA or Weekday Masses Holy Week and Easter Week.
Regular schedule resumes Sunday April 2nd. Regular weekday schedule resumes March 31st.

The Legion of Mary
needs members.
Come pray the rosary
and honor our
Holy Mother.
Call Cathy Ciani
643-9011

Holy Week Masses: Holy Thursday 8:00 PM, Good
Friday 3:00 PM, Easter Vigil 8:30 PM and Easter
Sunday 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM. Anyone that can assist
with any of the Masses that has not volunteered please
call the office by Wednesday 3/23/16
Weekend Mass schedule change Effective Easter Sunday: Saturday
4:00 PM and Sunday 7:00 AM Masses remain the same.
11:15 AM Sunday Mass will now be at 9:00 AM

Remember that Christ died for our sins after a night of prayer, humiliation, torture and being made to carry the
instrument of his death. Not very convenient. Try to get to Mass this week even if it’s inconvenient.

Show your thanks for all your blessings by giving
Father thanks The Erikson,
back. Sign up this holiday season to become an ACTS
Welsh, Dixon, Borst and Arbuckle fam- volunteer. ACTS is in desperate need of volunteers to
ilies for the donated items for the
serve in our Resale Store and Client Room assisting
church and rectory.
clients with their clothing vouchers. Shifts are available
Thank You for all the support that I Monday thru Friday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Commit to
receive from the parishioners of
as few or as many hours and/or days as fit your schedule.
St. Gerard’s
It's not only rewarding but fun, as well!
Mike
Just e-mail usatvolunteer@actsofaiken.org,
or call 803.649.3800 for more information.
Marriage Conference 2016
Volunteer Corner

When: Saturday, April 16, 2016
Where: St. Mary Help of Christians Church
138 Fairfield St. SE, Aiken SC 29801
Time: 8:30am-3:00pm
Cost: $35 per couple
No Smart Phone...
No Problem!
Call 1 (712) 832-2674
During our visits around the diocese, many have said, "I don't
have a smartphone so I can't use the TuneIn app to listen to
Catholic Radio." Well, there's a NEW way to listen to
Catholic Radio in South Carolina and you can use a standard
cell or landline to listen. Just dial 1 (712) 832-2674 (Powered
by AudioNow.com), and your phone becomes a personal
Catholic Radio listening device. There is no extra charge for
this service but your normal call rates and limits do apply.
BUT, as many plans have unlimited long distance or calling,
you can essentially listen on your standard phone for free.
Check your calling plan to be sure. Also, if you have friends
and relatives who might enjoy listening to Catholic Radio on
their standard phone, please pass the number on. Note:
Smartphone users can still listen to our broadcast via TuneIn
Radio – a FREE app for smart phones and app-based devices.
After downloading the app, using the app’s browse function,
key in "wcki" and our logo will come up. Tap on our logo and
the audio feed will play. Then you can save WCKI as a
favorite station so that it is easier to access.

Have a Heart Donate Blood!
The Knights of Columbus
Are asking you to help save local lives!
Saving Lives takes All Types
Donate Blood; it’s in you to give.
People can’t live without it!
There is an urgent need for
Type O blood.
Will you Choose 2 Give?
Shepeard Community Blood Center
will conduct a Blood Drive
At the New Saint Mary Help of
Christian Church
On Fairfield Street.
Saturday, April 2nd from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Sunday, April 3rd from 7:45 am- 2:00 pm
Each donor will receive a free T-Shirt and
Free Lipid Profile after your 3rd donation in
A calendar year. Bring a picture ID,
Driver’s license or donor card!
Donors should drink plenty of water prior to
donating.
Blood Donors are Special People, Thank You.

The first weekend of each
month is Feed The Valley
Weekend.
We have had a wonderful
response.
Thank you and please
continue the generous
contributions.
This Thursday is Holy
Thursday. I have been
attempting to get
volunteers for foot washing.
Please contact the office
ASAP. We need 12 people.
Thanks

ACTS is partnering (on a sub-grant basis )with the Augusta/Aiken Warrior
Project (AWP) to 1) assist in identifying and gathering/maintaining
demographic information on post 9/11 veterans, and 2) provide available
assistance to local Warriors (veterans and service members) of all service
branches, regardless of era of service or wounded status.

Knights of Columbus Academic Scholarships
Each year the Aiken Knights of Columbus, Council #3684, awards scholarship assistance to eligible applicants. Scholarships
are based solely on demonstrated ability and will be awarded based on: school grades, standardized test scores, quality of
the. Essay submitted, letters of recommendation, and community or extracurricular involvement. With few exceptions,
scholarship assistance will require a minimum grade average of B or 3.00 in high school and 1600 or higher SAT scores
(or equivalent). All scholarship applications must be received by April 30, 2016. All scholarships awarded are renewable up
on re-application; provided a recipient maintains a B or 3.00 grade average, and is a worthy campus citizen. Scholarship
interviews may be an integral part of the evaluation. For more information or an application form, call Tom Meisner at
(803) 649-4721 or Chuck Goergen at (803) 649-4097.
In Harms’ Way: Please remember in your prayers our Nation and loved ones of our parishioners
currently serving in harms’ way: James Ligon, Robert McHugh and James Rossini.
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. I ask this in the name of Jesus,
our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one is in Aiken Regional Hospital (ARMC) please let St Gerards know. Remember - ARMC does not
inform us of Catholic patients, even if you register as a Catholic; it is up to the patient or family to do so. You can: ask the ARMC
Chaplain to call the Catholic church, ask your nurse to inform the Catholic church ( name & room number), call-St.Gerard at 649-3203
and leave a message or email St Gerard at: stgerardscatholi@Atlanticbbn.net.

