POPE FRANCIS’ GENERAL AUDIENCE: On Family Life
“The family is endowed with an extraordinary capacity to understand, direct and sustain the genuine value of the time of
celebration.”
Vatican City, publication time August 12, 2015 (ZENIT.org) article authors Staff Reporter
Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!
Today we begin a short course of reflection on three dimensions that beat the time, so to speak, of the rhythm of family life:
celebration, work and prayer.
We begin with celebration. Today we will speak of celebration. And we say immediately that a celebration is an invention of
God. We recall the conclusion of the account of Creation in the Book of Genesis, which we heard: “And on the seventh day God
finished his work which he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had done. So God blessed
the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all his work which he had done in creation” (2:2-3). God himself
teaches us the importance of dedicating a time to contemplate and enjoy what was well done in work. I speak of work, of course,
not only in the sense of a job or profession, but in the wider sense: every action with which we men and women can collaborate
in the creative work of God.
Therefore, a celebration is not the laziness of being in an armchair, or the elation of a foolish evasion, no. A celebration is first
of all a loving and thankful look on work well done; we celebrate a work. Also you, newlyweds, are celebrating the work of a
good time of engagement: and this is beautiful! It is the time to look at children or grandchildren who are growing and to think:
how lovely! It is the time to look at our home, the guests we entertain, the community that surrounds us, and to think: what a
good thing! God did this when he created the world, and he does so continually because God always creates, also at this moment!
It can happen that a celebration arrives in difficult or painful circumstances, and one celebrates perhaps “with a lump in one’s
throat.” Yet, in these cases also we ask God for the strength not to divest it completely. You mothers and fathers know this well:
how many times, out of love for the children, you are able to put aside displeasures to let them live a celebration well, to taste
the good sense of life! There is so much love in this!
Sometimes in the work environment also – without failing in duties – we are able to “infiltrate” a burst of celebration: a birthday,
a marriage, a new birth, as also a departure or a new arrival ... it’s important. It’s important to celebrate. They are moments of
familiarity in the gears of the productive machine: it does us good!
However, a true time of celebration halts professional work and is sacred, because it reminds man and woman that they are made
in the image of God, who is not a slave of work, but Lord; therefore, we also must never be slaves of work, but “lords.” There
is a commandment for this, a commandment that concerns all; no one is excluded! And instead we know that there are millions
of men and women and even children that are slaves of work! In this time they are slaves, they are exploited, slaves of work and
this is against God and against the dignity of the human person! The obsession of economic profit and the efficiency of
technology put at risk the human rhythms of life, because life has its human rhythms. A time of rest, especially that of Sunday,
is given to us so that we can enjoy what is not produced or consumed, not purchased or sold. And instead we see that the
ideology of profit and consumption also wants to consume the celebration: the latter is also reduced sometimes to a “doing,” to
a way of making and spending money. But do we work for this? The greed of consuming, which entails waste is an awful virus
that, among other things, in the end makes us feel more tired than before. It harms true work and consumes life. The disorderly
rhythms of a celebration create victims -- often young people.
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SUNDAY READINGS
First Reading:
Proverbs 9:1-6,
Responsorial:
Psalm 34:2-3,4-5,6-7

Lectionary Readings for
the week for August 16th
Monday:Judges 2:11-19;
Matthew 19: 16-22
Tuesday:Judges 6:11-24a;
Matthew 19:23-30
Wednesday:Judges 9:615; Matthew 20:1-16

Second Reading:
Ephesians 5:15-20,

Thursday:Judges 11:2939a; Matthew 22:1-14

Gospel: John 6:51-58

Friday:Ruth 1:1,3-6,14b16,22; Matthew 22:34-40

Finally, the time of celebration is sacred because God dwells in it in a special way. The Sunday Eucharist brings to a celebration
all the grace of Jesus Christ: his presence, his love, his sacrifice, his making us community, his being with us ... And in this way
every reality receives its full meaning: work, family, the joys and efforts of every day, also suffering and death; everything is
transfigured by the grace of Christ.
The family is endowed with an extraordinary capacity to understand, direct and sustain the genuine value of the time of
celebration. But how lovely are the celebrations in the family, they are most beautiful! – and, in particular, those of Sunday. It
is no accident that the celebrations in which there is place for the whole family are those that succeed better! Family life itself,
looked at with the eyes of faith, seems better than the efforts it costs. It seems a masterpiece of simplicity, good precisely because
it is not artificial, or false, but able to incorporate in itself all the aspects of a true life. It appears as something “very good,” as
God says at the end of the creation of man and of woman (cf. Genesis 1:31). Therefore, a celebration is a precious gift of God;
a precious gift that God has made to the human family: let’s not ruin it!

Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
Tuesdays at 8:15 Mass.

Mass Times: Weekdays Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:15 AM, First Friday Benediction after Mass
Weekend Saturday 4:00 PM, Sunday 7:00 AM and 11:15 AM
Confessions: after weekday Masses and by Appointment
Office Hours: 9:00 AM till 3:00 PM Tuesday - Thursday
Bible Study: Fridays 10:00 AM this fall
Baptisms, Confirmations and Marriages By Appointment, Contact the office.
Contact Us: Phone 803 649-3203, E-Mail stgerardscatholi@atlanticbbn.net
Facebook @stgerardaiken, Emergency number for Father 803 637-2027
Fr. Emmanuel Andinam: Administrator

Pray for our sick:
Promoting Parish Stewardship
Gary Gilbault
Stewards hope and strive to be strong witnesses of
Leonard Saunders
faith to others. We realize we are sent forth in love
Shirley Paige
William and Jackie Cobbs and service to walk with those in need.
Woody Alexander
Lena Mickens
Mass Intentions: August 15-16
Rosa Johnson
4:00 PM For your own intentions
Brenda Ligons
Meg Schaeffer
7:00 AM Mary Kay & Gerard L’Esperance
Joe Fulmer
5oth Anniversary From: Audrey Bolton
Patricia Bailey

Pastoral Council:
Wayman Johnson,
Chairman
Payson Borst
Jacqueline Brown
Fredrick Cadek
Nancy Durden
Marge Glauser
Janet Menefee
Gregory Wright
Joan Hesik
Finance Council:
Robert Erikson,
11:15 AM Joan & Harvey Lacombe and Sheila & Chairman
Sunday Offering August 9th
Art Wagner Anniversary From: Sheila Wagner
Leon Gagnon and
Anna Marie Key,
Collection
$2,537.00
Needed
$2,612.00 Don’t forget we still need help with the rectory so if you have Auditors.
Judy Riley
Under
$75.00 not talked with Bob Erikson and have skills in renovation
(painting, sheet rock etc.) and have time please call the office. Lisa Solenberger
Attendance
115

Lay Ministers
Saturday August 22
4:00 PM Vigil Mass
Lector:
Joan Hesik
E E Minister: Barbara Dixon
Saturday August 29
4:00 PM Vigil Mass
Lector:
Tami Schaeffer
E E Minister: Jerry Schaeffer
Refreshments August 23rd
Janet Menefee

Sunday August 23
Sunday August 23
7:00 AM Mass
11:15 AM Mass
Denise Gelinas
Janet Menefee
Roger Gelinas
Wayman Johnson
Sunday August 30
Sunday August 30
7:00 AM Mass
11:15 AM Mass
Mary Kay L’Esperance
Patricia Hayes
Gerard L’Esperance
Jacqueline Brown
Counters August 23rd
Nancy Durden and Mary Rose

From the desk of Joan Lacombe:
The Gathering Hymn
683 H
All Are Welcome
Gloria from the Heritage Mass
The Offertory Hymn is
755 H
I Am the Bread of
Life
Holy Holy from the Heritage Mass
Echo Holy Holy CHOIR
Memorial Acclamation:
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
The Communion Hymn is CHOIR 369 BB
Holy and Living
Bread
Panis Angelicus
Our Song of Praise is
732 H
Immaculate Mary
Marge, with our family outreach ministry, arranged for us to assist Christ
Central with a persons rent. We donated $200.00 toward that need.
Marge and her committee are doing great work supporting ACTS,
Christ Central, The Valley Alliance and other agencies that do
charitable work. Bless them and especially Marge

If you know of someone in need
of The Blessed Sacrament
brought to their home or elsewhere please call the office.
We need a Maintenance
Person/Coordinator
There is much to keep up with and
to plan for, such as repairs and
renovations. We need some one
with the experience to tackle the
work around the campus. Jackie
Brown and Matt Fitzpatrick are
responsible for the grounds but
we have no one for the buildings.
If you think you are the one we
need please call or e-mail us.

Active Ministries of St. Gerard

Fall Bazaar, November 7th
Altar Care:
Altar Servers:

Father and the Parish Council have deBeginner Class:
cided to have a Bazaar. There will be
Intermediate Class:
Confirmation Class:
food, games, venders and crafts. We
1st Communion
will need a chair person and at least 2 Collection counters:
Extraordinary Eucharistic
co-chairs. We are working on finding
Ministry:
venders and feel that each Mass should Family Assist Outreach:
Greeter & Ushers:
have their own food selections or at
least their own responsibilities for pullHome Communion/Visits:
ing this off. Volunteers and suggestions Lectors:
Legion of Mary:
welcome.

Legion of Mary
We are still praying for more
members to do the work of
Mary. For information call
Cathy Ciani at 803 643-9011
or 908 675-1069

Maintenance & Capital:
Music Ministry:
Parish Finance Chair:
Prayer Chain:
Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Refreshments:
RCIA Ministry:
Sacristans:

Judy Riley
Rosa & Wayman Johnson
Payson Borst
Jeanette Coleman
Carole Miller
Nancy Durden

Altar Linens
Assist at Sat. & Sun. Masses
Advisor/Coordinator

Count Collection after Sun Masses

Jacqueline Brown
Assist with Cup at Mass
Marge Glauser: Chair,Tami Schaffer: Vice Chair
Jackie Cobbs: Benefit Bank, Sheila Wagner: Health and Medical
George Kingman
Greet & Seat Sat. & Sun. Masses
Tony DiStefano
Sheila Wagner
Jacqueline Brown
Cathy Ciani
Rosa Johnson
Vacant
Joan Lacombe
Mary Welsh
Robert Erikson
JoAnne Schander
Ellen Heim

Stewardship:
Spiritual Enrichment:

Richardean Paige
Marge Glauser
William Hesik &
Joe Begic
Wayman Johnson
Nancy Cadek

Thrift Shop:

Leonard Saunders

Take Communion to Homebound
Read Epistle & Prayers Sat. & Sun. Masses
Visit hospitals & shut-ins
Maintenance, Repairs, & Capital Improvements
Direct Choir & Music
Saturday Mass Organist
Oversight of Finances & Accounting Records
Organize & send our Prayer Requests
Knit blankets & lap robes for shut-ins
Hospitals, Armed Forces, etc.
Refreshments after Mass/Special Occasions
Exploring Our Faith (for newcomer(s)
Prepare Church & Sacristy for
Sat. & Sun. Masses
Special Fund Raising & Volunteers
Lenten Renewal, Advent Mission,
Bible Study & others
Management of Parish Thrift Shop
Food in support of Families with a deceased
member

Bereavement Committee
Nancy Durden
Thank you to all who were so kind
and generous to attend my birthday
Ministry training/installation
event this past Sunday, what a lovely
afternoon it was. Thank you for all the Anyone that has not received Father’s Ministry training or has
beautiful and thoughtful gifts and may been to training and needs to be installed, call or email the office
God bless you!
and we will schedule you. Thank you, Mike 803 649-3203
Father Emmanuel Andinam

Rachel's Vineyard weekend retreats offer you a supportive, confidential and non-judgmental environment; where
women and men can express their post-abortive emotions to begin the process of restoration and healing.
Our next retreat in SC is October 9-11, 2015 in Greenville. For more information, please contact Christy at 803
554 6088 or Kathy at 803 546 6010 or grace4healing@gmail.com Now is the time.

The parish annual budget process is wrapping up and will reflect the concerns and plans of the
parish council, finance council, the parishioners and of Father Emmanuel. In order to continue to
improve and build this parish up to all our expectations we will need your continued support.
Time,talent and treasure. Thanks to all our volunteers and benefactors.
Wish to thank Bill and Joan Hesik for all they do but especially for the purchase of the Altar cloth and linens.
And Mary Welsh for the sewing of the Altar cloth.
Father Don’s address is Carter May Home/St. Joseph Residence, Room 201, 1660 Ingram Rd.,
Charleston, SC 29407 Cell # 843 599-1620.
In Harms’ Way: Please remember in your prayers our Nation and loved ones of our parishioners
Currently serving in harms’ way: James Ligon, Robert McHugh, Jacob Hershey, and James Rossini.
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. I ask this in the name of Jesus,
our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one is in Aiken Regional Hospital (ARMC) Please let St Gerards know. Remember - ARMC
does not inform us of Catholic patients, even if you register as a Catholic; it is up to the patient or family to do so. You can: ask
the ARMC Chaplain to call the Catholic church, ask your nurse to inform the Catholic church ( name & room number),
call-St.Gerard at 649-3203 and leave a message or email St Gerard at: stgerardscatholi@Atlanticbbn.net.

